
Antibiotic Durations Quick Reference Table 

Diagnosis Recommended Duration Source 

Acute Bacterial 

Rhinosinusitis (ABRS) 

5 days IDSA Guidelines (2012) 

Acute Otitis Media 

(AOM) 

Age < 2 years: 10 days 

Age ≥ 2 years: 5 days 

 

Cochrane Library (2010)  

AAP Clinical Practice Guideline (2013) 

CHCO Clinical Pathway (2023) 

Appendicitis Pre-Op: One dose CTX and MTZ 

Uncomplicated: No additional abx 

Complicated: IV abx until clinically 

well or POD7. Obtain CBC on POD7 

 WBC < 10: NO abx 

 WBC > 10: 4 more days 

 

Abscess or phlegmon: 8 days total 

from source control 

CHCO Clinical Pathway (2022) 

C. difficile infection 

(CDI) 

10 days CHCO Clinical Pathway (2019) 

Group A Streptococcal 

(GAS) Pharyngitis 

10 days 

Note: consider shorter duration (1-

5 days). See CHCO Pathway for 

more information. 

IDSA Guidelines (2012)  

CHCO Clinical Pathway (2023) 

Uncomplicated Cystitis 3 days CHCO Clinical Pathway (2021) 

IDSA Guidelines (2010) 

Pyelonephritis 7 days CHCO Clinical Pathway (2021) 

AAP Clinical Practice Guideline (2011) 

IDSA Guidelines (2010) 

Skin and Soft Tissue 

Infections (SSTI) 

5 days IDSA Guidelines (2014)  

Uncomplicated 

Community Acquired 

Pneumonia 

5 days CHCO Clinical Pathway (2022) 

Tracheitis associated 

with ET or 

tracheostomy tube  

5 days  Johns Hopkins Guidelines (2011)  

 

 

Hospital-acquired and 

Ventilator associated 

pneumonia 

7 days IDSA Guidelines (2016) 

 

https://academic.oup.com/cid/article-pdf/54/8/e72/34135090/cis370.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7052812/pdf/CD001095.pdf
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article-pdf/131/3/e964/1089164/peds_2012-3488.pdf
https://www.agilemd.com/pathways/viewer/modules/mo_114a24b3b7403dfe/files/fi_14e6ab12f3402f8f
https://www.agilemd.com/flowcharts/viewer/modules/mo_10a6859f25002026/files/fi_10a7f30723002add
https://d39apiqqtswgrh.cloudfront.net/pdf/7e5/6/17/b692700e616dd8f9/4299f86/8bb254f85583705906b9197c226f6016e795c5a8ca35ec8e/Clostridium%20Difficile.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/cid/article-pdf/55/10/e86/34135110/cis629.pdf
https://www.agilemd.com/pathways/viewer/modules/mo_114a24b3b7403dfe/files/fi_14e6ab12f3402f8f
https://www.childrenscolorado.org/49e868/globalassets/healthcare-professionals/clinical-pathways/urinary-tract-infection.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/cid/article-pdf/52/5/e103/34128706/ciq257.pdf
https://www.childrenscolorado.org/49e868/globalassets/healthcare-professionals/clinical-pathways/urinary-tract-infection.pdf
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article-pdf/128/3/595/844543/zpe00911000595.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/cid/article-pdf/52/5/e103/34128706/ciq257.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/cid/article-pdf/59/2/147/34135347/ciu444.pdf
https://www.agilemd.com/flowcharts/viewer/modules/mo_101653b66ec031b8/files/fi_1147c4d95e402ab7
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3097368/pdf/cir203.pdf
https://watermark.silverchair.com/ciw353.pdf?token=AQECAHi208BE49Ooan9kkhW_Ercy7Dm3ZL_9Cf3qfKAc485ysgAAAzkwggM1BgkqhkiG9w0BBwagggMmMIIDIgIBADCCAxsGCSqGSIb3DQEHATAeBglghkgBZQMEAS4wEQQMjB12ssgGCr4uC62iAgEQgIIC7GrXvKRUtQLWwq4zhhQjy2-InHhmIx5Omj3mutizHLZi85LEFlAJjbGuoAp-dwTS4ztNZAFxxjShCRBEu1zuja4wUMXxmoG59rOanDkyotM_zF56-Cu76J4l7BBwXuHpCDrKY6E-V1LPf0rG6K80mtMiVR5PhFkUD8Qdkh_JJcvJBGo362SqGojDUX17VYVCFDPcWTEpHVxwnWOF_lJmakQztKG8KsqlHB408MvMKHMXaHaxcgCSN-XyABZJlYFQS-JHhqHavlV_e5GPFxWIOYz8StaygGHDnJp97_lNMnbaeu-YBQUsTOhlAmErOVLFIXZ0-ZJ2GHMPhP_MawoMLU1nWJ9BIC4bFEJmwDnxKkaTwpRF3BXQXeu4OOekcUWBuhhZcg7dC-UAFWtDCPBrO5-x6BKqf6a3KTY4yE9QuyJ52kfd9aHGvCHTrMjRlY-otd6YCaYOcr_RQUW8669Ycs3p6aNb06W5aDkrXardjE6hGegW5u6x_CExIDpi6ULC_kGhppEhwzuv7efR3tigxMFKtIwRiUJ7pF7Vhd96zgDzNVPDXBJ3yb8AJoFRaPJsX5yLrBTKEe6kRNe-KhhYzGqFIPtUa_LRGAiU0_ZRXKiJYQ2WZ5krZoSTtH38xjudsgzgx1BsI5svBmXhgtZjrUpn4pVhWjit67fa_SeVUs8e2S5h5R6wdlfHYySo0TMnTxEbBXkE9kOESguavHM4RckIKZEAL8SE9zbg9WRkRl9ecyFHtTQRHpQAcp5RaPJ0_q74JMseFEeqqRBzEpSEpGuvSAxsaqOrDvpf3DPfW2eNP8M8EyOEPpweNeyw-tYS0izAkWV69faZgl-tXwahb0vmr1lcHVGD7mmkutsMoPWLOCLnEpSZVzE07GL3Ok-jnHqoqzVN2UMgJ7E_S10CoxX1YkfG1Wuf2ShSgjvLeWdtM0qmmahbI7RZkBREPZRXHydM9_lmXkqRwtcFVJzmKYjDlPBZrr_q8PeyT6Y

